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	Evaluative question
	Primary Source Title

“Letter from the ‘New World’”
	Secondary Source title

“Christopher Columbus Discovers America”

	Who was the author? (Not the editor or the translator)
	Christopher Columbus
	Randomhistory.com “team member” who is professionally trained and educated.

	Who is the audience?  Be Specific.  This is never ALL people.
	The audience is not specifically addressed, but appears to be someone in Spain – maybe the monarchs.
	History enthusiasts and site visitors who are looking for additional information on popular sites.

	What type of document is it? (*More than a primary or secondary source. i.e. autobiography, letter, law, etc.)
	This is a letter or report from Columbus describing what he found on his voyage.
	Biographical article about Christopher Columbus and his journey to the New World.

	What is the subject or author’s thesis?
	Columbus’ subject is what he has found in the New World.
	Christopher Columbus is described although it is in a negative light.

	What was the author’s motive for writing the source?
	Columbus describes the wonders he has found in the New World including plants, animals, and people, but he is careful to point out that he has taken control in the name of the king and Spain.
	This was an article attempting to describe Columbus’ discovery of the New World and provide an evidenced summary of the same.

	Does the author have an obvious bias?  (*Note that all authors have biases, but not all are obvious.)  What is the bias?
	Columbus is definitely biased in that he views the people he encounters as savage and in need of salvation.
	Although Columbus is described in a negative light, there doesn’t appear to be and evidence of author bias.  Credible resources are provided to support negative claims.

	Where was the document written?  How does this influence what is written?
	The document was written somewhere in the New World, probably on board Columbus’ ship.  This influences what was written because Columbus is reporting what he has seen first hand and his own actions in response.
	
It is not clear where the article was written, but it was written by Randomhistory.com which is based in the US, so most likely in the US.  This may influence the perspective as Columbus is no longer seen as the benevolent discoverer of the New World and there is a movement to get rid of Columbus Day as a national holiday.

	When was the document written?
	1492
	The article was written in 2013.

	What was the effect of the source on history?
	The letter shows Columbus’ ill-intentions.  You can see how the native peoples will eventually be treated and why.
	The article seems to support the movement to eliminate Columbus Day and Columbus himself as a hero from the history books.  

	What was the historical context of the document?  What was going on at the time that might have influenced the author’s opinions?  How did the source affect your view of the topic or event, if a secondary source?
	This was the Age of Discovery.  Europe was involved in an undeclared competition to see which country was superior financially and in terms of size.  Also, the Renaissance was occurring simultaneously and this definitely influenced the actions of Columbus and other explorers like him.  The source made me recognize that Columbus’ motives were never noble, at least not by modern standards.  
	The article focuses on Columbus’ four voyages and the abuses that the native people suffered at his hands.  The article fully supports the movement to remove Columbus’ reputation as a hero.  When I first began reading these sources, I thought Columbus had good intentions and simply went off path.  Now I’m not so sure.  

	Why was the document written?  (*You may have to infer this by reading between the lines or doing further research.)
	The letter was written both as a report and as justification for Columbus’ actions in the New World.
	The article and all articles on Randomhistory.com are written to compile the best selection of history articles on the web.

	Is the document credible?  Why or why not? (*See how to determine reliability or credibility in Module 3’s Research Assignment.)
	The document is credible as a first hand account, but it is obvious that Columbus is currying favor and the document is heavily biased as a result. 
	Yes in that all articles on this website are written by professionally trained writers and history enthusiasts who hold a bachelor’s degree or higher in the fields of history, journalism, or English.  Additionally, the article  provides its sources, which are credible.





